Top 5 Money Matters for High School Grads
Congratulations — you’ve just made it through 12 years of school. Whew! You’ve been busy mastering Algebra II or studying finals, but don’t forget about your financial wellness. Here’s the lowdown on what you need to know now about money.
1. Open an Account
Whether you’re going away to school or staying close to home, it’s time to start managing your own money. Open a checking account with a credit union and get a debit card. Chances are you already have a savings account, but if not, it’s time to start one. Put some money away every month to build an emergency fund for unexpected expenses.	Comment by Jenny Miller: Your CU name here.

2. Wise Up on Credit Scores
A great way to start building credit is by getting a low-limit or secure credit card through your credit union. Make sure to only charge small amounts to your card so you can pay the balance off in full each month. Always pay your bill by the due date — making regular on-time payments has a massive impact on your credit score.	Comment by Jenny Miller: Your CU name here.

3. Make a Plan
A budget is simply a detailed plan for your money — it’s not about pinching pennies. Even if you don’t have a lot of money, you can still make a plan to manage it. If you know what you’ll have coming in, you can plan for expenses, save smartly, and even splurge on something fun once in a while. 

4. Watch Out for the Small Stuff
You know that salted caramel cold brew that gives you a lift? Well, that $4.75 a few times a week adds up, and before you know it, similar expenses will run up a credit card bill you weren’t expecting. Track those expenses carefully using programs your credit union offers on their website or through online apps. 	Comment by Jenny Miller: Do you offer online budgeting tools to members? If so, link to them here!

5. Read the Fine Print
The first year after high school, you’ll come across all sorts of money offers that may sound good, but you may not fully understand important details. If you’re not sure if it’s a good deal, walk away. You can always trust your credit union to have your best interests in mind, so if you have any money-related questions, pick up the phone and ask an expert directly.  	Comment by Jenny Miller: Your CU name here.


